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requested new opportunities inside and out-
side of the classroom to benefit the lives of 
her students. Miss Gaus had the honor of tak-
ing an active part in the parochial education of 
her students preparing them for both Com-
munion and Reconciliation. She has been a 
team leader in the teaching profession by 
being a coordinator for nearly every subject 
area and representing her fellow faculty mem-
bers at meetings within the Archdiocesan 
Council. 

Another outstanding teacher is Ms. Jose-
phine Granat who has graciously and excitedly 
served her students for 32 years in teaching 
and 17 years at St. Richards. Her concern for 
her students is matched by the excitement 
and energy that she brings into the classroom. 
St. Richards is proud and lucky to have such 
a great teacher continuing her career at their 
institution of learning. 

Mrs. Rita Zbella is currently in her 29th year 
of teaching at St. Richards School, where she 
came and taught in 1976. Mrs. Zbella has 
proven to be an essential asset to St. Rich-
ards where she is currently teaching the com-
puter class, which ranges from 3–year-old pre-
schoolers to 8th grade junior high students. 
Her commitment to her family and profession 
is representative of the sacrifices teachers 
make everyday in their lives. 

Mr. Frank Trapani has been a teacher for 
28 years, dedicating 20 of those years at St. 
Richards teaching religion and social studies. 
Individuals like Mr. Trapani enjoy the feeling of 
community, connection, brotherhood and sis-
terhood, and culture that a teacher receives 
when teaching at a parochial school. As a 
teacher, Mr. Trapani enjoys the privilege of 
being able to know his students, their parents, 
and the community that make up St. Richards 
Parish. He is truly grateful to have been able 
to dedicate his life to the teaching profession. 

Finally, it is an honor to give praise to Mrs. 
Pamela Toppings, who began her teaching ca-
reer in 1984 and has dedicated 21 years to St. 
Richards School. Her career is a promising 
one and her experience with St. Richards has 
been rewarding. St. Richards is fortunate to 
have a quality teacher as shown by Mrs. Top-
ping’s dedication and hard work. 

I am honored today to pay tribute to 6 won-
derful and dedicated teachers who have 
shown quality service to a great institution, St. 
Richards School. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Kathleen Rior-
dan Pona, Joann Gaus, Josphine Granat, Rita 
Zbella, Frank Trapani, Pamela Toppings, and 
the parish of St. Richards for the many years 
it has provided services to the community and 
wish them the very best in the years yet to 
come. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2005 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from this chamber on May 
10, 2005. I would like the record to show that, 
had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall votes 162 and 163. 

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 5, 2005 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor the 6 
million Jews who lost their lives in the Holo-
caust. I pay tribute to these innocent men, 
women, and children who died at the hands of 
the brutal Nazi regime. 

While the Nazis were defeated by Allied 
Forces 60 years ago, the specter of bigotry, 
prejudice, and intolerance has tragically sur-
vived. The best way to honor the victims of 
the Holocaust is to ensure that such an event 
never happens again. Yet, with every year and 
every generation that passes this tragedy be-
comes less a reality and more a story to read 
about in a history book. 

Everyone of us shares in the responsibility 
to make sure those who have died in the Hol-
ocaust have not done so in vain. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF RAY 
MCKENNA 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2005 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to the life and dedica-
tion of an East Hartford legend and community 
sports leader, the late Ray McKenna. In honor 
of his memory, I am submitting for the 
RECORD a letter to the editor by Don Pitkin in 
the East Hartford Gazette. 

[From the East Hartford Gazette, Mar. 10, 
2005] 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

(By Don Pitkin) 

TO THE EDITOR: Ray McKenna, the Sports 
Legend, icon, humanitarian, and more im-
portantly, the friend we all lost a week ago. 
Much has been spoken and chronicled about 
his many accomplishments and the giving of 
himself. Any attempt to try and say more 
along those lines would be to repeat what 
has already been stated. Now is the time to 
try and envision what Ray has been, or is 
doing, since he left us. It is easily believed 
that on his journey to his new ‘‘Burnside,’’ 
he is thinking of those he will be joining. 
How many will there be? What have they 
been doing? Are there any sports activities 
there? It soon became clear what he would 
do first. He would look for his old coach and 
mentor, Mr. John ‘‘Crafty Jack’’ McGrath. 
Once arrived it didn’t take long. Everyone 
knew Mr. McGrath. After all, the residents 
in this area all came from East Hartford. 
Ray will be surrounded by those he has 
known for years. After the greetings and 
reminiscing is over, Ray gets right to the 
point. Are there any sports here? Are there 
are athletes from East Hartford around? 
There are! Who are they? Will you help me 
find them? And off Ray went with Coach. 
Ray spotted them even before he and Coach 
got there. Someone was banging out fly balls 
for Al Jordan and Johnny Lichatz to chase 
down. Then it was a grounder to the left of 
Ed Cox at short. The scoop and the toss to 
Bill Wood at second and the throw to Long 
John Gorman at first. It was wide, but John 
snared it and made the swipe to tag the 

imaginary runner. Over there, isn’t that 
Andy Senicrope pitching to Bill Luika? Then 
it was like they were all as one when they 
spotted Ray and came to greet him. It was 
talk, talk, yak, yak for a while. Ray brought 
up the subject of playing as a team. They 
were all from the 1938 team of East Hartford 
High. The only ones missing, Bobby Brown 
at third and Pitkin in right. Now the vision 
changes. It is a month later. Someone has 
filled the vacancies and Coach has found oth-
ers from his past teams. They are all wearing 
the knicker length baseball pants. On the 
front of their shirts it is East Hartford, and 
on the back, Ray’s ’38 Team. They look pret-
ty sharp as they work out. Word is that they 
have joined the Eastern Division of the 
newly formed Sky League. Yes! Ray had an 
important role in this endeavor. If any of 
you would like to see them play their first 
season, it is quite easy. Walk out into your 
yard, tilt your head back and look up into 
the blue. Now close your eyes. Did you see 
that? Loika threw out the man trying to 
steal. Just stay like that. This is only the 
third inning. There is more coming. You all 
know the rest of this vision. Mr. Editor. If 
you should happy to be in touch with Ray, 
please tell him that when I am finished here, 
I will join them with glove and shoes in 
hand. P.S. Good Luck guys! Thanks, Don 
Pitkin of East Hartford Note: Don Pitkin is 
a graduate of East Hartford High School, 
Class of 1938. He and East Hartford Gazette 
Sports Editor Ray McKenna were team-
mates. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2005 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, 
May 12th, I was unavoidably detained and 
missed rollcall votes on that day. 

Had I been present I would have voted the 
following: ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote number 169, 
the Weiner Amendment limiting the number of 
Urban Area Security Initiative grants during 
any given fiscal year to 50, and ‘‘yea’’ on roll-
call vote number 170, final passage of H.R. 
1544, the Faster & Smarter Funding for First 
Responders Act of 2005. 
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THE ‘‘PRESERVING PATIENT AC-
CESS TO PHYSICIANS ACT OF 
2005’’ 

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2005 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
join my colleague, Representative CLAY SHAW, 
to introduce the ‘‘Preserving Patient Access to 
Physicians Act of 2005.’’ 

This is an issue of great importance to 
Medicare beneficiaries and to the providers 
who care for them. Under current law, physi-
cians are reimbursed according to a payment 
formula that uses the Sustainable Growth 
Rate (SGR). This formula led to a 5.4 percent 
cut in payments in 2002. Additional cuts in 
2003, 2004, and 2005 were averted only after 
Congress intervened. The most recent short 
term intervention—in the 2003 Medicare Mod-
ernization Act—will expire in seven and a half 
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